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Eybk the most superficial study 
of the roligion of Zoroaster, which 
was propagated nearly five thousand 
years ago, will reveal the fact that it 
contains nothing which can come in 
conflict with any o£*the established 
facts oi the twentieth century science 
or with modern philosophy. Ijct the 
modern scientists discover the hidden 
secrets of nature, let the astrono- 
mers establish the fact that the world 
is not ftttt but round, that the sun does 
not revolve round tho earth but that 
the earth ejocb round the sim, and 
that the stars we see m the heavens 
are not mere specks of light but are 
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like this *uu of our pla notary system, 
some of them being thousands of 
times larger and having their own 
planets, let Bruno the great philoso- 
pher and the greatest of martyrs rise 
from his ashes and declare that there 
lire other and larger planets in the 
solar system than our earth, let the 
scientists announce that there is no 
such thing as light or darkness but 
that these are the states of all-per- 
vading ether, let the geologists put 
forth their explanation of the origin 
and formation of earth and the evo- 
lutionists describe the evolution of 
life on this planet, let the modem 
hygienisfcs lay dfrwn the most string- 
ent laws of sanitation or let there be 
many more scientists and philoso- 
phers like Galileo, Copernicus, New 
ton, Darwin, Haeckel and others, yet 
^oroastrian theologians have nothing 
to four from their discoveries and 
have no need to invent ingenuous and 
plausible yet unscientific and un- 
acceptable explanations to offer to 
defend its dogmas or explain its doc- 



trines. There would be no need for 
them to ignore or twist scientific facts 
or find hidden and esoteric meaning 
in the religious writings to explain 
impossible or doubtful dogmas. In- 
deed, the religion contains very few 
or no dogmas to be blindly believed 
without or against scientific evidenco; 
nor does it require tho suppression of 
reason or thought for the belief in 
such dogmas, in other words faith 
does not supercede reason or intellect. 
Let science and civilization advance 
yet the teaching of Zoroaster will 
need nothing to add or nothing to dis- 
card to be in accord with the changed 
conditions of huiaan Qiought and evo- 
lution of human intellect. 

The searching light of science has 
dissolved the mist of many ancient 
myths and miracles and the faiths 
based on such myths and miracles 
have crumbled, but it has left the so- 
lid foundation of Zoroastrian religion 
untouched as it is particularly free 
from inexplicable miracles and unbe~ 



Iie\ xble myths. The very few mira- 
cles attributed to the prophet arc not 
found in the writings of his time but 
are seen in later writings. 

A, more critical observer can not 
but come bo the conclusion, us many 
of the western philosophers have done, 
that the great religion preached by 
its foundor five thousand years ago 
in Central Asia is entirely in accord 
with the facts discovered by science 
in the nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies of the Christian era, and that 
there is no antagonism whatever be- 
tween modern thought and the teach- 
ing o( Zoroaster and that the prophet 
was a grsat philosopher and the na- 
tion to whom ho taught his religion 
must have teen in a very advanced 
state of civilization. 

It is not possible to take up in detail 
Zoroastrian theology in this place, 
a few important points will therefore 
be considered. 

The inexplicable mystery of the 
simultaneous existence of good and 



evil in the creation of Go<i which has 
occupied the thought of all the anci- 
ent and modern philosophers, was 
explained by the prophet in the most 
scientific and simple mac nor. We sec 
in every object or as the scientists tell 
us, in every atom in the universe two 
opposite principles which are known 
as polarity. This principle of polari- 
ty is manifest in life or existence as 
it is in the physical world. It is not 
possible to imagine anything in 
this universe wnich is not subject to 
this principle of polarity. There 
could be no light without darkness, 
no knowledge without ignorance, no 
virtue without vice, rjo good without 
evil, and so on. Considering the im- 
mense and unimaginable vustness of 
this universe and our very limited 
sense of perception of things we con- 
sider certain condition of things as 
good and the opposite ones as evil, e.g. 
light, knowledge, pleasure, virtue etc. 
are considered as good, wlule dark- 
ness, ignorance, pain, vice etc. are 
considered evil. 
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This doctrine of polarity has been 
propounded by the western philoso- 
phers thousands of years after it was 
taught by the prophet. In the Avesta 
these two principles are represented 
by Spenta Mainyu and Angra Mai 
nyu or in other words, the Powers of 
Lighi and Darkness, or Good and Evil 
which are manifest everywhere in 
this universe. Ahura Mazda the Cre- 
ator or the Supreme Lord nt the uni- 
verse, known as the First Cause 
"Whose body is like unto Light," is 
Himself subject to the universal prin- 
ciple of polarity, the Good Spirit or 
Speutu Mainyu and the Evil one 
Angra Mainyu feeing the two opposite 
principles; "and when these twain 
Spirits came together in the begin- 
ning they established Life and Not- 
Life." 

Such a simple idea about God offers 
a very easily comprehensible explana- 
tion of the existence oi good and evil 
in the creation of God, which is not 
incompatible with His justice and 
benevolence. The existence, even the 



existence of the All-Knowing Lord 
implies the necessary principle of 
polarity; and for this reason there 
could be no good in this universe 
without- its corresponding evil. Such 
then is the Holy Trinity of the Zoro- 
astrian theology, and such a simple 
yet philosophical exposition of the 
existence of the Trinity is much easi- 
er for the human intellect to under- 
stand than any other. Dr. Haug, 
the great Avesta scholar remarks in 
this connection, "This great thinker 
of remote antiquity solved this diffi- 
cult question philosophically by the 
supposition of two primeval causes, 
whicli though different, were united, 
and produced the world of material 
things as well as that of spirit. 
These two primeval principles are the 
two moving causes in the universe, 
united from the beginning, and there- 
fore called twins. They are present 
every where— in Ahura Mazda as well 



as m man. 
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This doctrine of polarity, as expoun- 
ded in the Zoroastrian religion was 
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at 0110 time very much misunder- 
stood, hence the accusation of dualism 
directed against the religion. This 
mistake was very natural for those 
who had not studied the religion deep, 
as very often in Avesta Ahura Mazda 
known as the Father of Good Thought 
(or the Good Principle), is identified 
with Spenta Mainyu, viz. Father 
identified with the Son, though strict- 
ly speaking He is quite separate from 
the two principles or Twins as they 
are Willed. In the same way Angra 
Mainyu (or Evil Principle) is called 
Ahriman. This misunderstanding 
which was the result of very superfi- 
cial knowledge of the religion has 
been the cause of violent attacks 
against Zoroastrianism in the past 
by some Christian missionaries. 

From the teaching of Avesta it is 
quite clear that Zoroastrianism is 
pre-eminently a monotheistic religion, 
and Ahura Mazda is not the anthro- 
pomorphic deity, puling the universe 
in a despotic manner, creating evil 
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and sitting in judgment on sinful 
persons and manufacturing hell to 
inflict eternal punishment on them. 
Such a God who is himself responsi- 
ble for all the evil in this world, can- 
not be considered as just, benevolent 
and merciful, but as a cruel, caprici- 
ous and despotic ruler of the universe- 
Samuel Laing, the great philosopher 
who has intense admiration for the 
teaching of Zoroaster, remarks about 
the Zoroastrian conception of God 
"There is one Supreme Unknown First 
Cause, who manifests in the universe 
under fixed laws which involve the 
principle of polarity. This is hardly 
a dogma as a statement of fact or of 
the ultimate and absolute truth at 
which it is possible for human faculty 
to arrive. No progress of science or 
philosophy conflicts with it, but ra- 
ther they confirm it, by showing more 
and more clearly with every discove 
ry that this is in very fact and deed 
the literal truth. Keligion or the 
feeling of reverence and love for 
the Great Unknown which lies be- 
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yond the sphere of human sense or 
reason , shines more brightly through 
this pure medium than through the 
fogs of misty metaphysics." 

Of the two opposite principles 
Angra Mainyu will ultimately be con- 
quered and all darkness dispelled 
when human evolution, spiritual and 
intellectual will be complete. The 
same idea is expressed in Buddhism 
%iz. ultimately all evil will be sub- 
dued by human efforts and the soul 
will reach the highest state of spiri- 
tual evolution which is Nirvana. But 
there is no royal road to salvation 
which d A es not at all depend on any 
passive faith, asceticism or inactivity, 
but entirely on one's own active 
efforts in fighting against Ahriman 
or the power of darkness and ignor- 
ance. " To that World, to the Dis- 
mal Realm you are delivered by 
your ow*i doings, by your own soul, 
Oh Sinners." Every faithful follower 
is therefore enjoined to enlist himself 
ou the side of Spenta Mainyu and 



11 



carry on a constant fight against 
Angra Mainyu until he succeeds, as 
success is sure to come in the end. It 
is just as sinful to remain inactive as 
to take side with Angra Mainyu. The 
weapons feo be used to vanquish the 
foe arc, Humata, Hukhata, and Hnva- 
reshta, viz. Purity of Thought, Purity 
of Words and Purity of Deeds. These 
three are the positive commandments 
of the roligion of Zarathushtra and 
are thoroughly comprehensive, includ- 
ing all good actions and excluding 
ail evil ones, and unlike any nega- 
tive and incomplete injunctions, leave 
nothing to be imagined to fill up the 
wide gaps. The fchre,e turns ^f the 
sadod girdle round the waist cons- 
tantly remind the follower, of these 
three commandments and the part 
he Is expected to play in the fight. 

As regards the freedom of will or 
passive submission to the existing 
evil, the io junction is very definite 
and clear ; and free will is the basis 
of Zoroastrian theology. " When, 
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Thou, Oh Ahum Mazda, in the begin- 
ning didst create beings by Thy 
thought, when Thou didst make 
life clothe with body and madest 
actions "and teachings whereby one 
may exercise choice at one's free 
will." In his teachings also the 
prophet appeals to reason and judg- 
ment to weigh carefully the path of 
righteousness shown by him and to 
adopt it if found acceptable. No 
coercion or compulsion of any kind 
is to be made nor any blind faith 
required, according to his preachings, 
for one's salvation. 

Zoroastrian theology teaches us 
that man is the 4 " most sublime crea 
tion of God; he is not a. fallen crea- 
ture but through individual and col- 
lective efforts is constantly rising, or 
in other words evolving spiritually, 
morally and intellectually, a,nd will 
ultimately reach the highest point in 
evolution by overcoming with his 
own efforts the power of darkness 
and ignorance. This principle taught 



thousands of years before the birth of 
western science by the Bactrian pro- 
phet has been fully accepted by 
modern thought based on scientific 
facts and from all appearances it is 
quite evident that the ^oroastrian 
conception of God, the existence of 
evil in His creation and the evolution 
of man is universally accepted by 
enlightened and scientific men of all 
nations. When human mind will 
advance to that stage which rejects 
all that is based on superstition and 
against evidence of science and is 
consequently unacceptable by reason, 
the philosophy of Zoroaster will take 
the first place in husnau thought. 

The moral code laid down by 
.Zoroaster is no less perfect than the 
spiritual doctrines. All the sins o£ 
commission and omission are enumer- 
ated in detail and the list is as Com- 
plete as could be found in the crimi- 
nal code of any civilized country. 
There is no difference in culpability 
whether an offence is committed 
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against a. Xoroasfcrian or a non- 
Jftoroastrian. 

Truthfulness and honesty take the 
first place among the virtues. False- 
hood, dishonesty, purgery, adultery, 
bribery, breach of contract with a 
Zoroastrian or non-Zoroastrian etc. 
are among the crimes to be avoided. 
Next to truthfulness and honesty, 
industry is defined as a praiseworthy 
virtue; and a roan who rises with the 
crowing of the cock is sure of kappi- 
ncss in this world as well the next. 
In short, virtue of every description 
is applauded and vice condemned in 
unequivocal language. Apart from 
this there are special injunctions for 
kindness to animals and avoidance of 
taking life unnecessarily, hospitality 
to strangers and travellers, help to 
the sick and the needy, respect to 
parents and elders are among the 
many virtues defined in the code. 

The laws for the enforcement of 
sanitation are as complete as could 
be expected and leave nothing to be 






desired; viewed in the light of pre- 
sent day knowledge they reveal per- 
fect acquaintance with the science 
of hygiene as it is understood to-day. 
The chief among the precepts arc the 
cleanliness of person which is consi- 
dered almost as important £as the pu- 
rity of mind, strict injunctions to pre- 
vent pollution of water by throwing 
impure matter into it, a dead body 
being one of the worst kinds of im- 
purities, measures to prevent the 
spread of infection from a dead body 
or a diseased person, purifying poiiutr 
ed water and unclean articles, des- 
truction of clothes and wooden things 
that have come in contact with a 
dead body or any other kind of im- 
purity, the use of articles made of 
metiU which are likely to come in 
contact with a dead body and clean- 
ing of these by washing and exposure 
to the light and heat of the sun, etc. 
A. person who has come in contact 
with a dead body may not mix with 
others ox be allowed to enter a house 
until he has had a purifying bath. 
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It will bo of interest to note that the 
introduction of all-metal instruments 
in surgical practice and metal furni- 
ture in hospitals, and the use of sun- 
light and heat for disiu taction pur- 
poses, are at recent origin. 

Apart from all the above consider- 
ations the real tost of the excellence 
of the religion is the position given 
to woman. Woman is not created 
as a toy for man, but is equal to him 
in every respect, and is placed on the 
same level with hira us regards the 
enjoyment of all social, political and 
judicial rights and is nowhere consi- 
dered in any way inferior to him. In 
ancient Persia*, women havo led 
armies and have distinguished them- 
selves in battle, they have ruled the 
country and have boon preachers- of 
religion ; in short they have taken 
part in every sphere of activity open 
to man. 

Strict monogamy, discouragement 
of divorce and prohibition of poly- 
gamy leave no doubt as to the 
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supreme position occupied by woman 
in the social system of Zoroastrianism. 
Zoroastrian woman has held tho same 
position as is occupied by women in 
modern western civilization. 

Based on sublime truth and very 
high spiritual and moral ideas 
Zoroastrianism can justly claim to 
be an excellent religion and to be 
perfect in every way which needs 
nothing to supplement and nothing 
to crown it with for its' completion 
or its fulfilment. It stands on its 
own merit and not on any complicated 
theology, as truth is self-evident, it 
need© ~io blind faith for its accept- 
ance nor suppression ti reason which 
is the greatest gift from God to man. 
u lt is evident that this simple sublime 
religion is one to which, by wluitever 
name we call it, the best modern 
thought is fast approximating. Men 
of science like Huxley, philosophers 
like Herbert Spencer, poets like 
Tennyson, might all subscribe to it; and 
even enlightened Christian divines, 
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like Dr. Temple, are not very far from 
it when they admit the idea of a 
Creator behind acorns and energies, 
whose original impress given in the 
form of the laws of Nature was so 
perfect as to require no secondary 
interference." (S. Laing). 

Finally a word about the compli- 
cated rituals and ceremonies which 
. form au important element of modem 
Zoroaatrianism. Most of these, from 
all appearances, seem to be of the 
nature of excrescences or later 
growth : aud whatever meaning they 
had in the past has been lost in this 
age of enlightenment. These remarks 
do not apply v to all the rituals and 
ceremonies. Unfortunately the pre- 
sent day tendency is to adhere punc- 
tiliously to such rituals without un- 
derstanding their meaning, at the 
oxpenso of tho real prinoiples, and in 
grasping the shadow the substance is. 
being dropped j as a result of this, 
many self-styled exponents of the 
religion and preachers see many 
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hidden meanings in the rituals and 
ceremonies, and mysterious and 
potent vibrations produced by the 
repetition of the sacred Avesta which 
travel between the two worlds and 
arc capable of smashing tungsten 
or platinum screens or other similar 
meaningless absurdities. The age of 
belief in incantations and the magi- 
cal effects produced by the repetition 
of mysterious formulae is past never 
to return. The excellence of the 
religion depends, as we have seen, on 
its merit aud not upon uhe mysteri- 
ous and inexplicable vibrations pro- 
duced by its prayers. It is quite im- 
material whether any # worJd-shaking 
vibrations are generated by Avesta 
prayers as long as tho devotee utter- 
ing them is aware that he is repeating 
the most sublime ideas as tho pro 
phet himself had done many centu- 
ries ago, adoring his Creator and all 
that is good in His creation, detesting 
ail that is evil, repenting of the sins 
committed by him and seeking His 
guidance to follow on the right path. 
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Let all the prayer* and the ceremo- 
nies produce the most magical effects, 
let the vibrations reach the spiritual 
world or break one hundred thousand 
screens of platinum or drive away all 
the devils that were ever created in 
the imagination of the cranks, and 
let these cranks climb to heaven with 
the help of these vibrations, we do 
not believe in them as we perceive 
them not nor do we find them men- 
bio nod in the >\ vesta. 
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